
SATs Information Session
Wednesday 29th January 2025



Purpose of the Meeting:

• Share the timetable for the KS2 SATs

• Share the expectations for each subject

• Look at examples

• Explain how they are marked

• Explain what we are doing in school

• Outline how you can help 

• Opportunity to order revision guides

• Any questions?



What are the tests?

• SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that 
are given to all children in England at the end of 
Key Stage 2. 

• They test children on their understanding of English 
and Maths at a KS2 level (Years 3-6).

• Specifically, children are tested on their spelling, 
punctuation and grammar; reading; and maths.

• The tests take place  over four days, starting on 
Monday 12th May 2025 ending on Thursday 15th

May 2025.



Timetable

The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates, unless your child is absent, in which case they may be able to take them up to 5 school 

days afterwards.

Date Activity Time

Monday 12th

May

English grammar, punctuation and 

spelling Paper 1: questions
45 mins

English grammar, punctuation and 

spelling Paper 2: spelling
15 mins

Tuesday 13th

May

English reading
60 mins

Wednesday 

14th May 

Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 30 mins

Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 40 mins

Thursday 15th

May
Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning 40 mins



How are the tests completed?

• The tests take place during normal school hours, 
under exam conditions. 

• Children are not allowed to talk to each other 
from the moment the assessments are handed out 
until they are collected at the end of the test. 

• After the tests are completed, the papers are sent 
away to be marked externally. 

• The results are then sent to the school in July. 



How are the tests completed?

• Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

• Spelling, punctuation and grammar (Paper 1: Grammar/ 
Punctuation) – 45 minutes

• Spelling, punctuation and grammar (Paper 2: Spelling) –
15 minutes

• Reading – 60 minutes 

• Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes

• Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes

• Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes



Reading

Text 1: 551 words

Text 2: 653 words

Text 3: 947 words

Total: 2,151 words

• Test consists of a single test paper with 
three unrelated reading texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, 
which includes reading the texts and 
answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the 
comprehension and understanding of a 
child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or 
selected response, others require short 
answers and some require an extended 
response or explanation.
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
(SPAG/GPS)

• Part 1 - Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar.

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short 
answer questions, including some multiple choice. 
This test has a total of 50 marks.  

• Part 2 - Spelling test containing 20 words, lasting 
approximately 15 minutes. This test has a total of 
20 marks.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to 
give a total for Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar out of 70.
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Word Class
o Noun
o Verb

o Adjective

o Adverb

o Determiner

o Preposition

o Pronoun 

Vocabulary
o Synonym & 

Antonym
o Formal & 

informal

o Standard 

English

o Past, present, 

future tense

Punctuation
A . , ( ) “ ” - - : ; - ’

Phrases and 

Clauses
o Main clause

o Subordinate 

clause

o Relative 

clause

o Noun phrase
o Adverbial 

phrase

o Prepositional 

phrase
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Maths

• Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering 
calculation methods for all operations, including use of 
fractions, percentages and decimals. There are 36 
questions, with a total of 40 marks.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, 
each lasting for 40 minutes with 35 marks available on 
each.

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will 
be expected to access some of the more difficult questions 
later in the paper.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 
questions in context and decide what is required to find a 
solution.
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Arithmetic
o + - x ÷

o Numbers

o Fractions

o Decimals

o Percentages

36 questions in 30 

minutes
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o + - x ÷

o Numbers

o Fractions

o Decimals

o Percentages

36 questions in 30 
minutes
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Reasoning

Application of 

mathematical 

knowledge.
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How are the tests marked?

Children receive a raw score (their total number of 

marks). 

It is then ‘scaled’ – this means it is converted to a score 

where 100 is the national benchmark. 

If they get a scaled score 100, they will have reached 

Y6 ‘expected’ standard. A higher score (above 110) is 

called ‘Greater Depth’ and a lower score (below 100) 

will be classed as ‘Working towards’ the Year 6 

expectations.

Your child will receive a report with this information on it.



What happens with the results?

•Your child’s results will be recorded on their End of 

Year Written Report, which you will receive in July. 

• Secondary schools receive the results and group your 

child according to them. 



Writing: Assessed by the class teacher



Writing: Assessed by the class teacher



Y5/6 
Word List



How will we help your child?

•Use careful planning and assessment

• Intervention groups 

•Revisit taught topics often for revision

•Provide weekly homework 

•Progress meetings



How can you help your child?

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is 

nothing to worry about and they should always just try their best. 

Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks – encourage the use 

of TT Rock Stars, Maths Bot, Reading Plus, Spelling Shed, Rollama 

and completion of written homework tasks.



How can you help your child?

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables, mental 

calculations, number bonds) are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and 

what book(s) they are reading (the character, the plot, their 

opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast 

every morning!

• Revision guides are available to order (more info on next slide).



Revision Guides
• Available to order on Scopay. 

• There are 3 bundles: 

• SPAG SAT Buster Bundle
• Maths SAT Buster Bundle

• Reading SAT Buster Bundle

• £5.75 per bundle

Available on Scopay now. Deadline to 

order through school (at the cheaper 

price above) is 12pm on Friday 7th 

February 2025.



Things to remember about SATs

• SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 

• They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, 

PE…, and they certainly won’t highlight all of their amazing personal 

characteristics.

• SATs don’t tell the whole story.

• Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not 

necessarily by what margin. These thresholds change each year 

according to the overall national performance, so what was classed as 

‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might not be the same as 

last year. 

• SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career. 

• In reality, there’s one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
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