
WELCOME 

TO

THE WOODLAND ROOM

Nursery

Early Years Foundation Stage



OUR 
PEDAGOGY

At Ribbon Academy 
Early Years, we 
cultivate learning in a 
way that embraces 
the unique child, 
nurturing their interests 
and extending their 
understanding. 



We follow a rich, broad and balanced child-led 
curriculum which embraces the unique child, nurturing 
their interests and extending their understanding.

We offer a variety of exciting and engaging activities and 
experiences, which nurtures the overall development of 
each child.

Staff provide learning experiences which ignite 
imagination and spark curiosity.



CURIOSITY
We provide children with 
provocations and 
fascinations to spark 
their imagination within 
exciting and enabling 
environments. Creating 
adventurous 
opportunities for children 
to explore and make 
sense the world around 
them.  



ADULT ROLE

It is the role of the 
practitioner to ignite or 
follow a spark and 
support the child’s 
journey wherever it may 
take them. 

We do this by following 
lines of enquiry, 
researching, planning 
and reflecting together.  

It is critical that 
practitioners tune into 
children’s fascinations 
and scaffold and support 
their learning every step 
of the way. 



From here the children lead the way…



EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM
-PRIME AREAS



EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM
-PRIME AREAS



STRUCTURE

Our nursery session is 
carefully planned out to 
ensure that children get 
the most out of their time 
at nursery. 
This allows children to 
have the consistency and 
security they need to be 
confident in their 
environment, while being 
flexible enough in terms of 
timings to support 
children’s own needs and 
interests.  





Welcome time and snack

Core text

Phonics

Planning time

Play to Learn

Tidy up

Reflection

Maths

Milk

Home Time



Play to Learn

Practitioners are deployed in all areas inside and 
outside so that children are supported and supervised 
at all times…

Practitioners will scaffold explorations develop projects 
and observe unstructured play.



Play Based 
Learning

Where children take 
leadership of their 
own learning based 
on their interests and 
curiosities.

Our environment is 
filled with open 
ended resources so 
children can 
explore, create, use 
and apply skills and 
demonstrate their 
understanding in the 
own preferred style.





Children learn best when they are…

• Active

• Engaged

• Supported

• Challenged

• Involved

• Inspired

• Happy

• Feel secure





We provide a variety 
of opportunities to 
nurture physical 
development & risk 
management.

Forest/Firepit Friday



Outdoor 
Learning

Equally as valuable as 
the indoor provision and 
is accessed in all 
weather conditions

Promotes well-being 
and increases physical 
health alongside 
problem solving skills 
and risk management

Promotes physical 
development which 
builds the foundations 
for writing as the 
children move through 
school





Authentic 
Resources

We use authentic 

resources which 

offer children the 

opportunity for 

intrigue, play and 
curiosity. 



Swap the Plastic…

We use authentic, 
natural, open-ended 
resources to foster a 
sense of awe and 
wonder. Natural 
materials are open 
ended, flexible and 
unique.





EARLY 
READING



Core texts are used to promote early 
language skills and a love for reading. 

This derives from the ‘Talk for Writing’ 
approach!





EARLY 
WRITING











NUMBER 
SENSE

Exploring 
Mathematical 

Concepts



Maths is embedded 
throughout the daily routine 
to make maths contextual.

We offer opportunities to 
practise maths in different 
contexts.

Maths is embedded 
throughout the continuous 
provision rather than just in 
one area.

We read stories which make 
links to mathematical 
concepts.

Use Numicon to support 
number sense.





SHAPE 
SPACE 

& 
MEASURE



CULTURAL 
EXPERIENCES



RESPECT 
& 

SCHOOL VALUES



School readiness is a state of mind!



REMINDERS

SAFEGUARDING

• Staff deployment –arrivals 
and departures

• Passwords – please don’t be 
offended if aske

• Current information up to 
date





NO SHOES 

INDOORS

Our main learning 
areas in nursery are 
‘no shoe’ zones.

As well as improved 
hygiene, there are 
many benefits of 
providing children 
with increased 
opportunities to be 
shoe free.
 



Young children seek 
lots of sensory input 
and make sense of the 
world through both 
their hands and feet, 
therefore enjoying 
richer learning 
experiences.  
Children will gain a 
deeper sensory 
experience engaging 
in activities that they 
can explore with both 
their hands and feet.



Research suggests that without 
the restriction of shoes, 
children are much more careful, 
more aware of themselves and 
of one another resulting in 
fewer collisions, a calmer 
environment and improved 
behaviour.
Developmentally, children gain 
better balance, movement, 
flexor strength, muscle density 
and overall posture, promoting 
agility in a child’s growing feet, 
ankles, knees, legs, and hips. 
The intrinsic muscles of the foot 
are NOT exercised in shoes! 
Please speak to your child’s key 
person If your child has a 
diagnosed developmental issue.







This is just the 

beginning...
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